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Dear [MP’s Name],
Re: Compulsory Organ Donation Education in the School Curriculum
I am writing as your constituent to ask for your support in making organ donation education a compulsory part of the national curriculum. I am supporting the Organ Donation Education campaign – Learning That Lives On www.organdonationeducation.uk
Organ donation saves and transforms thousands of lives every year, yet the UK continues to face a significant shortage of donors. Many families struggle to make informed decisions at moments of crisis, often because they have never had the opportunity to discuss organ donation openly or learn about it in a structured, age‑appropriate way. Organ donation is a conversation that should start in the classroom, not the hospital.
The statutory guidance on Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE), revised in July 2025 and coming into force in September 2026, states that secondary pupils "should" know the science of donation. However, the word "should" lacks the weight of a mandatory requirement. 
In January 2026 the Department of Education confirmed in a written parliamentary answer they do not collect data on how many schools teach this topic and that have no plans to do so. This lack of data is concerning; it suggests this life-saving topic is being left to chance rather than strategy.



Introducing organ donation education as a compulsory part of the curriculum in schools would help change this. High‑quality, factual teaching - delivered sensitively and without pressure - would give young people the knowledge they need to understand how donation works, why it matters, and how to talk about their wishes with their families. Evidence from other health‑education topics shows that early, balanced learning leads to more confident decision‑making later in life.
Despite the implementation of the soft "opt-out" laws, organ donation consent rates in the UK remain distressingly low, currently under 60%. Implementing compulsory education in schools could bridge this gap, as targeted lessons have been shown to increase students' willingness to donate from 27% to 56%. By addressing misconceptions early, mandatory curriculum changes can empower a new generation to make informed decisions and significantly improve consent rates - especially among diverse student populations.
I am asking you to:
· Support efforts to make organ donation education a compulsory part of the curriculum.

· Raise this issue with the Secretary of State for Education and the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care.

· Attend the ‘Learning That Lives On’ MP drop-in session on Tuesday 7th July 2026. From 12pm to 2pm in Room N, Portcullis House. Westminster.

Thank you for taking the time to consider this important issue. I would be grateful to know your position and whether you support my views.

Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[Your Postcode]
